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September 4, 2015

Comiitte The Honorable Laretta E. Lynch

Mtorney Ganaral
U.S. Dapartmant of Justica
950 Pannsylvania Avanua, NW
Washington, DC 20530

< of 100

ENSURING FULL INCLUSION IN AMERICA
NG US CHINA RELATIONS

Re:  Asian Americans and Racial Profiling
Dear Allorney General Lynch:

The undersigned national organizations collectively represent millians of Asian Amarican immigrants
‘and their descandants and axist largely for the pumose of battling racial hostility and bias, which has
often been historically fostered and perpetuated by diserminatory laws and poltically motivated lagal
proveedings. We write to you today out of a growing concern at the alarming number of criminal
prosecutions brought by the Department of Justice against Asian Americans in which government
attorneys and i have utiized ~ rhetoric and made unfounded accusations
inconsistent with the Department's standards and policies. These actions embarass our government
and the Department, undermine the civi liberties and reputation of all Asian Americans, and deprive
thase individuals of Dus Pracess and Equal Protestian as guaranteed them under the Constitution. In
addition, it appears that some officials who wark on these Gases are culturally insensilive, causing tham
10 misinterprat iNnocent avants as meaningful factors in prabable cause datamminations.

We are in full supgort of a May 21, 2015 lefter sent to you by 22 Members of Congress, led by
Representatives Ted Lieu, Judy Chu, and Mike Honda of California. in which they have also raised very
similar concerns about the manner in which such investigations and prosecutions are being handled
where ethnic Asians, moslly Chinese, have been targeled in cases brought under the U.S, export
conlrol, economic espionage of compuler crime slalutes. Like those Members of Congress, the
undersigned organizations all believe thal federal investigators and prosecutors have a sclemn
obligation to protect LLS. national securily and intallactual property rights, and tha necassity for careful
and diligent anforcament af thesa laws is not atissue. Hawevar, what thosa 22 Mambers of Cangrass
and our organizatians seak to raisa with you is tha appaarance of a pattem or practice of targating such
investigations and prosecutions of ethnic Chinese in America on the basis of race and national origin.

We further note that your immediate predecessor as U.S. Attorney General. Eric Holder, issued on
December 8, 2014, a strong and much-needed ‘Guidance for Federal Law Enforcement Agencies
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